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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

In our April issue, I commented on the diversity of Syndicomm Online's 
communities.  In this issue, I'd like to discuss its potential diversity, 
as well.

Of the twelve chief sysops that manage Syndicomm Online's 17 forums, 
seven were members of the service before they entertained notions of 
managing their own communities.  They came here for the Apple II support, 
the live games, and the coupon clipping; they planted their roots to 
manage discussion topics such as diabetes, Palm Pilots, literature, and 
the single life.

Though these forums reflect the interests of the members, not all member 
interests are currently reflected in Syndicomm Online's forum roster.  
There exist many more areas of interest that need potential sysops 
willing to stand up and take the reins.  Who here likes movies, and may 
even know a little something about them?  Windows computers?  Pets, 
gardening, and other home improvement?  Is there a photographer, chef, or 
musician in the house?

I know you're out there, but it's not always enough to speak up.  Come 
see how much fun it can be to participate in forum activity on the 
entirely different level of system operator.  Email 
contracts@syndicomm.com with your ideas.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Something in the Pipeline?
--------------------------
Each month, Syndicomm owner Eric Shepherd is asked if he has any 
announcements he wishes to make in Syndicommotion concerning the system's 
status and future.  This month he was evasive and hinted vaguely about 
something that sounded interesting.  What could it be?  Even your editor 
doesn't know.  Stay tuned!

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest
mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit 
<http://www.syndicomm.com/news.html> for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the
forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to
<http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that
forum's keyword.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword       Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========    ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK       150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM           590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC            605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2             645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON         650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Unix                UNIX           675   Wayne Arthurton    UNIX
Live Games          LIVEGAMES      810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN            820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG            833   Michele Greb       RPG
Gamebits            GAMEBITS       850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES        910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS      915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN          940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE        950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES       955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL          990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
WTC Discussion      WTC           1600   Eric Shepherd      WTC

The Unix Forum is currently under construction.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
The Palm OS Community programming contest is still running!  Don't think 
that you can't develop a program for your handheld.  You can learn how 
easy it is to program for the Palm OS by pointing your web browser to 
<http://www.nsbasic.com>, where you can download an evaluation version of 
NSBasic.  Or download one of the several Database programs for the Palm 
OS and develop an interesting application with it.  The community staff 
will evaluate the entries and award three prizes!  There will be a $25 
Syndicomm credit for the best program.  Second prize will be a $15 
credit, and third prize will be a $10 credit. (Palm OS staff members are 
excluded from consideration for the prizes.)  You can use any development 
environment you choose.  Your program can be something useful, something 
fun, or just something to waste some time!  Submissions (suitably ZIPped) 
should be emailed to palm@syndicomm.com no later than August 31st, 2002.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
With the passing of July comes the end of KansasFest, the annual 
gathering of Apple II users from around the world.  This means not only 
time to start looking forward to KFest 2003, but to reflect on this 
year's conventions: the friends made, old acquaintances renewed, and toys 
purchased.  What happened at this year's show?  What did the Apple II 
community produce, and how were we affected (other than sleep 
deprivation)?  Read and post in Category 5, Topic 4: KFest 2002 for 
reminiscences of an event every member of our community should experience 
once in her life.

Family Fun & Games
Page 820
Keyword: FUN
------------
The Fun & Games forum isn't all fun and games!  While the Jokes 'n Quotes 
category has plenty of humor to feed the soul (though that hungry 
rumbling may be replaced with some pained groaning after some of these 
puns), recipes to feed the body can be found in Category 5: Family 
Recipes.  Instructions for making everything from pasta sauces to vegan 
baked goods (what? no eggs?!) are shared among the members of this 
community.  Stop by to pick up a new trick, and maybe leave one for the 
rest of us!

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
The Gamebits forum not only provides you with a constant stream of 
reviews of the latest games, such as Eternal Darkness, Stuntman, and 
Bruce Lee.  We also list release dates, so you can see what the future 
holds for all the major gaming consoles.  These schedules were recently 
updated, so pop into your favorite console's message board category and 
read the General Software Discussion topic to find out when games like 
Metroid Prime, Metal Gear Solid 2 Substance, and Grand Theft Auto: Vice 
City are hitting store shelves near you.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Look!  Up in the sky!  It's a bird - it's a plane - it's... Green 
Lantern?  You needn't be a comic book fan to fantasize about the powers 
that have been so wonderfully exhibited across other media, including the 
cinema.  Ever dream of being Spider-Man?  The Incredible Hulk?  
Wolverine?  Tell us who your favorite superhero is, or who you'd want to 
be, in the General Discussion topics of Category 60: DC and Category 61:
Marvel.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly this past year, due in no small part to its
dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that
everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the
service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following
topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs;
Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and
professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or
other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
Currently, the only offline readers for Syndicomm are for the Apple II
platform.  Syndicomm engineering is willing to work with any interested
programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh,
Windows, or other operating systems. Email eng@syndicomm.com if
interested.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II
and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2002 by Syndicomm.
All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are
trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
